Regents Prep: Global History: Imperialism:

China

CinLPn WWars
In the early 18005, the British treasury was being depleted due to its dependence upon imported tea
ram China. The Chinese still considered their nation to be the Middle Kingdom, and therefore viewed
he goods th@Europeans brought to trade with
as nearly worthlegs trinkets. To solve this trade
imbalance Britain imported opium, processed
rom popy plants grown in the Crown Colony of
India, inta China.

Chinese officials atternpted to ban the
impartation of the highly addict'ge apiurm, but
ultimately failed. The British deflared war on
China in a series of conflicts called the opium
Wars. SUperior British military technology
allowed them tu'clairn victory and subject the

hinese to 3 series of unequal treaties.

1. Reimburse Britain for costs incurred fighting the Chinese
2. Open several ports to British trade

3. Provide Britain with compl®e contral of Hong Kong

4. Grant extraterritoriality t0 British citizens living in China

Spheres of Influence

Eventually several European nations followed suit, forcing China to sign a series of unegqual treaties.
Extraterritoriality guaranteed that European citizens in China were only subject to the laws of their
owh nation and could only be tried Dy tMeir own courts. Eventually western nations weary of governing
oreign lands, established spheres of influence within China which guaranteed specific trading
privileges to each nation within its respective sphere.
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Eventually the United States demanded equal trading status within China, and rather than carve out its
owi sphere of influence, simply announced the open Door Policy in 1899, This stated that all nations
should have equal trading rights regardless of spheres of influence. While this may have prevented the
urther expansion of spheres of influences, it did little to restore Chingse sovereignty.

_hinese Reaction

DiSQUStEd with the failed efforts of the Manchu D‘_-,-“r'laﬁti Iy ridding China of Dpium ar fEIr'EiQr'I influence
arter the Dpiurn WEI’S, Chinese citizens staged the Taiping Rebellion bietween 1820-1864 . Already
eakened, the Chinese officials turned to foreigners for help in putting down the rebellion, Killing
millions of Chinese in the process.

After the further insult of the Open Door Policy, Chinese nationalist staged the Boxer Rebellion in
1900 viewed as a threat to the profits they enjoyed in their imperialist spheres of influence, foreign
nations formed an international coalition that ended the uprising. With this wvictory, additional
concessions were granted to foreign nations within China.

Finallty, 5,000 wears of dynastic rule in China came to an end in 1911, China tumbled into civil war as
local warlords sogght to control their locals, while nationalist |[eaders such as Sun Yixian sought to
unify China. Civil war took hold of China after sun's death a5 Mao 2edong and his communist fOrCES
battled Sun's sUCCessor Jiang Jieshi for control of the country. In 1948, Mao established a communist
government in mainland China while Jiang Jieshi fled to Taiwan and established 3 democratic
fovernment there.
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Opium was a popular drug in China at the time that was being exported from Great Britian.

China didn't like trading with other countries because they thought what they had was worthless, then they realized they wanted something the British had.

This ended up getting out of hand and the Chinese demand for opium got to 

This is why they didn't want to trade in the first place, why would they even want to start a war ?

The british only thought they were superior because they had more advanced technology because china wasnt imperialized.

That's completely UNFAIR !

They're in China they should abide by their rules, not bring their own customs over, especially if it's in a rude way.

They asked their allies to help them out, because they were so weak.... but if they were weak to begin with why would they even bother getting into another conflict.

Has almost every country had a civil war?


